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Involuntary resettlement, social capital and physical and mental health of re-settlers

TENG Xianghe', WEN Chuanhao®
(1. School of Business and Tourism Management, Yunnan University, Kunming 650500, China; 2. School of Economics,
Yunnan University, Kunming 650500, China)
Abstract: The physical and mental health of resettlers is the key to the realization of the development goal of stability and pros-
perity. Existing studies are insufficient to analyze the rich connotation of resettlement event, and few studies evaluate the health
effects of resettlement event from the perspective of physical health and mental health. With a content analysis of the resettlers in
the Three Gorges Reservoir Area, this article tries to explore and empirically analyze the mechanism of the influence of involun-
tary resettlement on resettlers’ health. The results show that the involuntary resettlement has a significant negative impact on re-
settlers’ health. Compared to close resettlement, resettlement across the county in Chongqing reduces resettlers’ health even
more. With the extension of resettlement time, the effect of involuntary resettlement on resettlers’ health decreases. Involuntary
resettlement can significantly reduce resettlers’ physical and mental health respectively when the resettlement occurs between 26
and 35 years old and between 36 and 55 years old. Through further analysis of the mediating mechanism of social environment, it
is found that voluntary resettlement affects the physical and mental health of migrants mainly by reducing social network relations,
social integration and social trust. This study has important implications for the improvement of follow-up support policies for im-
migrants’ physical and mental health.

Keywords: Resettler; Involuntary Resettlement; Health
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